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All's fair in love and war. 
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Chapter I 


The Genius and the Prodigy 
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BGANET: 
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2. Shir amine, N 










































































FIRST-YEAR, CLASS C 
YURINE KUROSAWA 





























NEEDED HALF 


AN HOUR TO 
SOLVE IT. 
































Twar's ‘HEH... 
JUST 

HOW IT 1S. 

THOUGH. 


YOU HAVE TO 
REALLY WORK 
TO SOLVE 
A PROBLEM 
LIKE THIS, 






























































































































IS THIS A 
MANGA!! 3. 










AND SHE 
CAN COOK 
ANYTHING!! 







IGET THE 
PICTURE, 











WON 


PRIZE ATA 
COMPETITION. 


HER ART 
HOMEWORK 


A 









THE 
OTHER DAY, 
SHE SET A 
NEW RECORD 
FOR THE 
THOUSAND 
METER 



















































EVERY 
CLUB AND 
TEAM AT — 




















SCHOOL IS | 
BEGGING | 








A 


HER TO 
—\ son. //-—/, 
on < 0 HH 


| 




























































































| SHIRA- So 
MINE-SAN, 
YOU'RE aa 
on. ROOMMATES, 2 
YEAH... ccecpill Tt > 
“fia 
‘ts i =) 2 
pe V + 
= 4 “Fy a 
Yy \ ps 
\ A 
ae S si 
ver ‘i tuckyyy: WO \ | is s0 — 
Aber; Pt om \ YOU Guys Sil ge HAND- XY 
as ° _ esau, LOOK SO (Z\ SOME! Pp 
o 3 GOOD Ulan / 
- Bie OSs yTocETHER! )°| AoeeN 
‘ & 
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KURO- 
SAWA- 
SAN. 








HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 
JOINING 
THE TRACK 
TEAM? 




























































































































































































KUROSAWA- 
SAN, YOU'RE 
A VERY 
ATTRACTIVE 
RUNNER. 


CHEATS SO 
MUCH, IT 

MAKES YOU 

=| JUST WANNA 


GIVE UP, You 























WILLING TO 
ACCOMMODATE 
ANY CONCERNS 
OR ISSUES YOU 

MIGHT HAVE. 
YOU ONLY NEED 
TO ASK! 











GUESS 
IT'LL BE 
GOOD FOR 
THE TEAM TO 
HAVE HER, 





























WOLF, 
sO We HUH? 

CAN'T BE 

FRIENDS? 


















WHAT A 
WAAAASTE! 











/)\ KUROSAWA- 
SAAAAAN! 

IF YOU'RE 
FREE, COME 
TO KARAOKE 
WITH US ON 
SATURDAY! 














YOU'RE 
GOING 
TO ANNOY 
HER IF YOU 
TRY TO 
FORCE HER 
TO COME... 





IT'S NOT 
NICE TO WAKE 


CN “SOMEONE UP 
WHEN THEY'RE 
=| 


SLEEPING! 





+.AND YOU 

MIGHT FIND 
A NEW THING 

YOU LIKE. 








you 
| DON'T LIKE 























ANYWAY, 
GOING 
WITH ME 
WOULDN'T 
BE ANY 
FUN... 







































































































































































yOU DID 
7 IT AGAIN, 
SHIRAMINE- 
SAN! 











I WANT TO 

STUDY FOR 

THE EXAM, 
60... = 











so you 
REALLY ARE 
A GENIUS, 

AREN'T 

yYOU!? 





"GENIUS"! L f 


! 
GOOD GRIEF! J) 


THROW 
Dot oy 
LIKE THAT d c 


AROUND! ! 











YEs!'1 LOO 
FORWARD TO 
EEING THE 








PLEASE GET (|, | CAME FOR 
WER AWAY ie fl | HER AGAIN 
. TODAY, 
GET HER ON lp e 
TRACK OR 
WHATEVER. 








EVER 
SINCE THEN, 
SHE'S BEEN 
CONSTANTLY 


IT'D BE 
GREAT IF 
| YOU COULD 
NOT UNTIL BE FRIENDS 


I TAKE BACK SG} | tHouGn. 


SECOND . 
\\ PLAcE so } 


FRIENDS 
Iz 


IMPOS- 
SIBLE! 
NO WAY! 



























YOU'RE 

’ REALLY THIS 
BRUTAL 

GIRL RIGHT 





YOU'RE THE 
PRINCE OF 
THE ACADEMY. 
THE WORLD 
ONLY CARES 
ABOUT 
LOOKS, I 
SWEAR! 








NS HMPH! 
I GUESS IF 
YOU'RE 150 

SPOTS DOWN, 

THERE'S 





























NOT MUCH 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 














FIRST AND 

























































































BUT 


























































































































































































AND I'M 

NOT GONNA 

START HATING F=4 
YOU... 


ia 









oe JUST 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE NOT 
NUMBER ONE 
(A oR wuat- 
Q 





























TM 
SORRY. 


YOU'RE 
THE ONLY 
ONE I CAN 

TALK TO 
LIKE THIS, 
MIZUKI. 








IF 
IT MAKES 
YOU FEEL 
BETTER, IT'S 
ALL GOOD. 





1 DIDN'T 
WANT To 
GET,Us 


Im I BELIEVE 
YOu, 
MIZUKI... 













































































site} 


DIDNATS 
EVENTKNOWJ 


ere) 
One STRESSING 












































































































































D0 
you Like BEAU- A 
ROSES, IFUL. zi 
KUROSAWA- : cae 
ea , - GARDENING 














I THOUGHT 

YOU'D ALSO 
FIND THEM 
PRETTY... 














UH...60, 
KARAOKE 
WAS FUN. 





50 SHE 
WANTED 
TO THANK 


sHecAN MET 


iN 
BE KIND OF GUESS? 


MAYBE | Was 
HIGH HOPES \ . Bee To 
FOR YOU... wee 


I THINK 
YOU'RE 
AMAZING, 
SHIRAMINE- 








SJ 
SS 
X 
8 
8 
4 


fans) 
w 
S2e 
SSX 
Bae 
Sse 
R58 





THE 
VOLLEYBALL 
TEAM WON'T 

SHUT UP 
EITHER. 


Ny 
on Ye 
\ one) 


Ly. 
Wilt 























SHE'S 
A LITTLE 
HARD TO 
APPROACH 
THOUGH. 












Nice 
HUSTLE) 
































































































































































































































GETTING 
ALL WEIRD! 





EIGHT! 
THAT'S FIVE 
POINTS 
THAT'S HIGHER!! 


YOU HAVE TO 
TRY HARDER, 
AYAKA, 

















THIS AT SCHOOL, 
YOU SHOULD 
HAVE GOTTEN 
ONE HUNDRED. 



















YOU REALLY 
TRIED HARD, 
DION'T YOU? 








IT'D BE 
NICEIF WE lq) 
COULD. BE 
FRIENDS, 
WOULDN'T 

IT? 





LETTING MY 
HEART BE 
MOVED BY 
MY ENEMY 
SOLVES 
NOTHING!! 






















































































































































































WHAT 






































ABOUT 






















































































































































































MY 

HARD 

SHE SAID: \WORK 
Twas: | 1? 
AMAZING: 































T HAVE 













TO BE 
FLAWLESS! 















ALL SHE 
DOES IS. 
SLEEP, 
AND YET 
SHE'S 
NUMBER 
ONE! IT 
MAKES 
ME SO. 
ANGRY! 


i 


KJ 
C) 
¢ 
























































iii 


peur — 
Cas IE ONLY 
KUROSAWA- 
































































































ONLY THE 






















































“PERFECT ME” COME HERE. if 
DESERVES ‘ fs mn 
PRAISE AND : 
LOVE. 





























ie 


+I COULD 
STILL BE 
NUMBER 
ONE!! 












































































































































Toon'tT 4 
: HAVE TIME [= 
“S| FOR SLEEP! 














4 Terashima, Saori 
6, Sato, Wakana 

















IF I HAD 
GOTTEN TOP 
fa) MARKS IN ALL 
FIVE, I COULD 
HAVE WON. 
I OION'T 
WORK HARD 
ENOUGH. 


JNO 
gee: yous 
TOMORROW! 





, IF ONLY 
SHEN? ES — KUROSAWA-SAN 
WEREN'T HERE!! 












































WHY DID 


you work \/ /// 
HARD FOR |Z \ 


IT ONLY 

GOT ME 

NUMBER 
TWO. 


I DON'T NEED 
SOMETHING 
THAT'S NOT 

PERFECT. 














IF I 

CAN'T BE 
«THEN PERFECT... 
I DON'T 

































































NEED 














FRIENDS. 


























I HAVE 
TO BE 
FLAWLESS 


«BUT EVER 
SINCE I MET 
You, I'VE 
BEEN ALL 
MESSED UP. 








SHIRAMINE-SAN... 











EVEN YOu 
SAY STUFF 





I GUESS IT'S 
MY FAULT FOR 
GETTING MY 

¢ HOPES UP. 







































































































































































N | 4 
= i) 
Nee al 
= YOU MAY BE 
—— A GENIUS OR 
— a WHATEVER... 
: SRO 14 
...BUT HOW : { 
WOULD YOU TNARS Hy 
KNOW ANYTHING : S 
ABOUT ME \ SAS 
WHEN THE ONLY LIA | . 
THING YOU DO a 
1S SLEEP!? / a OX 
TLL 
MAKE YOU 
UNDERSTAND... 
ac 











































































































































































































































































































ARE 

ILOST you 

MYSELF... ANGRY 
? 
















































































































































































































































































































































EVEN SO, 





«AND 
/T WAS LIKE 
TORTURE, 













KANAKO NAGI 

MIDOLE SCHOOL THIRD-YEAR, 
FIRST-YEAR, CLASS B Lass} 
‘SHORT, OREAMY-EYED GIRL TALL, ORTHODOX BEALITY 


FIXING THE 
RIBBONS OF | 
YOUNGER ‘ 
STUDENTS I WANT TO 
1S WHAT BE LIKE 


YOu SHIRAMINE- 


» 


*CHAPTER 1, SAGES 










COLLAR'S 
FOLDED. 


x 








WILL I BE 
THE ONE 
GETTING 2 
FIXED FOR = \ < exacrly 
THE REST \ WHAT I 
OF MY \ IMAGINED. 
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Ayaka Shiramine 





A first-year honor student in the Seiran Academy 
High School. She works hard, gets excellent 
grades, and is quite sociable. She's lived her life 
proud of that image of herself, so she is baffied 
by her sudden rival, Yurine Kurosawa. Born a sore 
loser, she doesn’t really mind hard work, but she’s 
quite meddlesome. An only child. 








































































































































































































— 2: 


Q The Monster of Lonely Island 
\ ? 






PiMEAN_AVAKA, YOU'RE PROBABLY JUST 
OVERIACTING, AND AS A GIRL, SHE 
MEL IT AS LY, RIGHT? SO 

SOU! 2 MAYBE? 


“MORNING, 
‘SHIRAMINE- 


SAN! > 


+: YOU'RE 
IN QUITE 








TO SEE 
YOU FIRST 





act, 
1 sae 
that about Z 4 AY A 
yesterday!? BE BS CLUEEE! 














I THOUGHT, 

IF 1 WAS GOING 
TO LOSE FOR THE 
FIRST TIME, ITD BE 
NICE IF IT WAS TO 
YOU, SHIRAMINE- 
SAN. 


MonYo 
cnunete 







































































WELL, I'LL 
' : SHOW HER! 
Ny pi t I'LL BLOW 
i] i HER AWAY!! 


























Hy 
i Mi 


























Le ee) 
ore?) 






























( 
OH WELL. 
‘i 


WHAT \ Ww 

CHALLENGE 

io 1S NEXT? 
i . y | | vi 





<1 _ HH _| 



























































































| || 
Gas 
eoRTE 
(OT i 
oh Te tn ———— It 
ih Napa TTT] | LooKs 
| | if - | LIKE 
| | | YOUKO 
‘Lj \\\\\ TWISTED 
Mn 2 HER 
ANKLE 


THIS 
ISN'TA 


GAME 
FOR ME!! 
coup you V¢_ 
TAKE HER 


TAKE HE! 
SPOT? 
















































































SHOULD 

WE GO 
ToTHe |\ 
Nurse's |} 
OFFICE? | 







56 



















—|{ wourr you |. 
YOU'RE TAKE HER, 


THE ONLY KuROSAWA- | | 
ONE I SAN? | | 
CAN ASK. { 











{ih ell 















































BE ON THE 
BASKETBALL 7 
TEAM... 
«BUT IF 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN REPLACED 
HER, THEN THE 
OTHER TEAM 


Th = 
| | | YOUKO MIGHT 
oe 


WOULD NEED 
TO REARRANGE 
THEMSELVES 
TOO, SO... 
































ALLOF. DIFFERENCE 
IN-BATTLE,POWER: 














fA 














thought Alice “without pi \ 1 SIXTH 
ite Rabbit with eyes ra SS KURO- PERIOD 
: a SAWA- 
the Rabbit actually p ones SAMA: ENGLISH 
osviousty AN" 
GOT AN 
ADVANTAGE 








LookinG 


rm 
TOTALLY 








SS rae \ Na ill) WZ; 
erat” 
vi il iy Neat - 


Ey . 
<a} Ai 






Y 


A 


| 


7] 












































































































Dene, See eee eee eee Ree 
.s, when, suddenly, a White Rabbit with pink eye: 
! I shall be late!’ But when the Rabbit actually TOC 
He a rabbit with either a waistcoat-pocket or a watch to te 
OF \ ice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by her sister 
una by her sister on the bank, and of having nothing to do: once 
ithout pictures or conversation? So she was considering in k 

yk eyes ran close by her. There was nothing so VERY ren 


















Oe begs y 


Re: 














‘when, suddenly, a White Rabbit with pink eyes ran clos 
fhall be late!’ But when the Rabbit actually TOOK A WATC) 
with either a waistcoat-pocket or a watch to take out of it, a 
Iwas beginning to get very tired of sitting by her sister on the l 
/hat is the use of a book,’ thought Alice “without pictures or ¢} 
isies, when, suddenly, a White Rabbit with pink eyes ran clog. 
ar! I shall be late!’.But when the Rabbit actually TOOK A ~~ 














Cose of a book, thought Alc 
fren, suddenly, a White Rabbit 
gate! But when the Rabl 


HOW 
FAR AM I 
SUPPOSED 
TO GO? 














You MUST 
BE USED 
TO PEOPLE 
COUNTING 














BUT THERE'S 
NO WAY I COULD 
20 THAT AFTER 
ONLY READING 





I PREP FOR 
LESSONS... 














AUGH| 





AWAKE OR 
ASLEEP, IT 
DOESN'T 
MATTER. 

IMAN IT'S ALL 
I010T...  KUROGAWA- 
SAN. 





ESHEIHAS]SO, 
MAN YOR THE, 
WONDERELIA 








































































WHAT'S UP? 


IT, BUT I MIDNIGHT 
CANNOT MOVE? 
BEAT 


KUROSAWA- 
SAN IN 
TERMS 


OF BASIC 
\ asus. 





























































































FASHIONED 
HARD WORK!! 








THOSE 3 , 
MUST eS \aet 


abe | A t 
REFERENCE | \ 








KUROSAWA- 
SAN'S AMAZING— 

DAZZLING, 
EVEN... 








LAZE AROUND. 
\) I HAVE TO BE 
> THE ONE TO 
BEAT HERI! 










TOTALLY IN 
LOVE WITH 
HER. 


















































OH YEAH... 
DO YOU 
KNOW WHERE 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN IS? 


ISN'T SHE? 
YOUR 
MANAGER... 


BUT SHE 
JUST 
asiouen, \ | wont ter 
DON" 
Atal IT GO. 
KUROSAWA- c 


SAN JOINING 


AND TEU! 
HER TO 
come TO 
PRACTICE. 




































































THIS AND 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN THAT. 
I WISH... 



















DOESN'T SHE 
WANT To DO () 
ANY OF IT? 












































































































































































































































T 
I DECIDED 
TO WAIT UNTIL 
THEY GIVE 
UP BEFORE 
I HEAD 
HOME. 





I HEARD YOu 
SHARE A DORM 
ROOM WITH THAT 
TRACK GIRL. 








I DON'T 
WANT HER TO 
FIND OUT WHERE \5 
IT AM, SO STAY 
HERE WITH 
ME. 


HEY, YOU 

SHOULD 

TELL HER 
TOO. 


 C-—y 































































you 
CAN DO 
EVERYTHING... 





















































































































































+150 

I WENT 
AROUND TO 

ALL THE 
DIFFERENT 

TEAMS. 








BUT THE 


TRACK TEAM... 


BASKETBALL, 
VOLLEYBALL, 
TENNIS... 


NONE OF 
THEM 1S 
WHERE I 
BELONG. 





A-AL- 
THOUGH 


+. YOUR DOING 
NOTHING WOULD 
8E BETTER FOR 

ME ANYWAYI! 


YOU'RE 
THE ONLY 
ONE I NEED, 
SHIRAMINE- 
SAN. 





YOU'RE 
SERIOUSLY 
MISTAKEN IF 
YOU THINK YOU 
CAN JUST SAY 
WHATEVER YOU 
WANT AND GET 
AWAY WITH 
wu 





2 EVEN 
THOUGH 
YOU'RE 
NUMBER 
TWO. 


T’M FINE 
AS LONG 
AS YOU'RE 
HERE, 
SHIRAMINE- 
SAN. 


I DON'T 
WANT 
ANYTHING 
ELSE... . 


BOSOR 
WHISPER) 





THAT'S WHY 
I WANTED TO 
BE LIKE YOU, 
SHIRAMINE- 





























ow! 


Ri you 
youeven.) B/T 
\ THINKING? ETP 


Qaim 


gr 















































































YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO GET 
SO ANGRY 
JUST ‘cos 
I NIBBLED AT 
YOU A BIT. 






NORMALLY, 
PEOPLE DON'T 
NIBBLE EACH 
OTHER! 






WHAT 4 
Temper... 








WW) | ‘eit 
Ga) | UNDER: 
STAND 


WHAT IT'S 


LIKE TO 
DEAL WITH 





IN THE END, 


KUROSAWA- 
SAN JUST DOES ike Youn, 
WHATEVER 
SHE WANTS!! 


ms. 








Z THAT, CAN I!? 








1) ll) ay iH 
i 


ii 


SO YOU 
ARE HERE, 
KURO— 


















































































































































































































































































































































EVERY- 
THING'S 
BEEN 
MESSED UP 
SINCE YOU 
CAME... 


MUNI Se} 
i ae 
wut (= 4 
, 


(= 





























































































































q 






















evel TOTALLY 
a GOT THE 


( j WRONG 

















BOTHERED, 
AND I KEEP 
GOING ALL 
THESE 
POINTLESS 
THINGS. 


(ARE THEY: 
GOING. TO END 
Yh \THIS GIRL ||” 





I HAVE TO 
EXPLAIN TO 
MIZUKI... 
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YALVSHL.SSIM 


‘SHIRAMINE- 
SAN WAS 
INCREDIBLE, 
BUT IT WAS 
ENATSU 
WHO REALLY 
DID... 





HER FRECKLES ARE 
HER BIG APPEAL, 


YOUKO 5 ) RISA 
if 


GENTLE AND MILD 















HOW WAS 
THE GAME? 








































‘ 


+ WATCHING 
YOU PLAY 1S 
ALWAYS MY 
FAVORITE 
PART. 


























IT COMES TO , 
T'M GLAD 
BASKETBALL... TO lean 
ONLY KNOW 
WHAT WE DO 
IN CLASS, 





“Al 
Tr 
t 


. ¢ 
GETTING BETTER! 
HURT! 








Yurine Kurosawa 





First-year student in the Seiran Academy High 
School. A so-called genius, she gets top grades 
with shockingly little effort compared to others. 
People have a tendency to keep their distance, 
and Kurosawa herself tends to reject people. She 
feigns sleep, but she actually does sleep a lot. 
The reason she chose Seiran for high school is 
because it's close to her house. She has a little 
sister, Sumire. 







TRACK TEAM MEMBER 
MIZUKI SENOO 


























WHEN IT 
WATCH, I 





17'S SUCH 
A SHAME, 





THOUGH, 
IDO STILL 
WANT TO 
HELP OLIT ON 
THE TEAM 
ATLEAST. 


WHEN YOU RUIN, 
SENOO-SAN, 
YOUR START 

18 GOOD, BUT 

YOU'RE ALWAYS 


Always THINK — EXHALISTED 


AT THE END. 








TRACK TEAM MANAGER 
MOE NIKA/DOLU 




























T ALWAYS 


WANTED 
10 BEA 
BUT MY — RUNNER... 
DOCTOR SAID 
SHOULDN'T 00 y 
STRENUOUS Ben 
EXERCISE, . 






































\ 
\ . 


' 


I THINKI 
WATCH YOU 
MORE THAN 

ANYONE ELSE. 


EVEN FROM 
FAR AWAY, 
I CAN TELL 
17'S YOu. 















































































































































BE THERE 
AND WATCH 
ME, 


I'LL RUN IN 
YOUR PLACE, 
NIKAIDOLU-GAN! 


I WANTED 
A REASON 
TO RUN, 


I'LL RUN 
JUST FOR 
YOU... 








PLEASE 
JUST 
FORGET 
ABOUT IT. 


I WAS 
ABOUT TO 
FALL, AND} 

SHE CAUGHT |; 
ME. 








DON'T YOU 
BELIEVE 
rue ret. =ME!? 
























WE'VE 
EVEN SHARED 
THE SAME 
ROOM SINCE 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 
SO IE. 
























































‘SIGN: MIZUKL, AYAKA 


















































Let's just 
give up 

already, 
Moe! 

































































SHIRAMINE- 
SAN ARE 
RELATED, 





KUROSAWA- 
SAN, HUiH...? 





















































SO, 
SENPAI... 
WHAT 00 

YOU THINK 

OF... 























eT DON'T 
THINK WE 
‘SHOULD 
FORCE 
YOU... 






































NOT JUST 
RUNNING, IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
YOU CAN DO 
ANYTHING... 


































































































































































































A 


WHAT 
| g|t THINK OF 


Aka Gal YOU...? 






wT'M SURE 
YOU HAVE 
YOUR OWN 
THINGS GOING 
ON TOO, 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN. 





WILL YOU 
FACE ME 
JUST ONCE, 
SENPAI? 


SSA | 
THis Has Ke 


Ss ie’ 


GOTTEN 








I STILL 
HAVEN'T 


| mizuki, 











THOSE 
TWO ARE 
ALWAYS 

TOGETHER, 
HUH? 












THEY’RE 





































































THE 








AND 


‘SENOO- 
SENPAI'S = 









‘SO COOL, 
AND THE 
MANAGER IS ¢, 
BEAUTIFUL . 
TOO. 











SHE HAS 
A LOT OF 
FANS IN 
ouR 
YEAR! 











































































































































































































I HEARD SHE 
TRIED OUT ALL 
THE TEAMS 
BUT DIDN'T 
FIND A PLACE 
SHE LIKED IN 
THE END. 



























eacly | PROBABLY 
‘Telep. | BEAT TWELVE 
We'D ‘SECONDS IN 
MAKE IT TO THE HUNDRED 
NATIONALS... IR METER. 


ON 


<P 


SHE COULD 


i 






































































































































Ca 
JOINED THE 
TRACK TEAM 

FOR JUST 
THREE DAYS. 



















BESIDES, 
SOMEONE 
HAS SO MANY 
FANS IN THE 
FIRST-YEAR 
CLASSROOM 
THAT IT'S 













AFTER BEING 
REJECTED SO 
MANY TIMES, 
OUR CHANCE 

My HAS FINALLY 

crap COME. 

IT. 











WHETHER OR NOT 
KUROSAWA WOULD 
BE INTERESTED IN 
ACTUALLY TRYING 
IS A DIFFERENT 








KUROSAWA-SAN | / 
| | |S ABSOLUTELY 
ESSENTIAL TO 
OUR TEAM. 


Oe) ~ 
pane youll Sri r y 
a) |e Lf 


Al 















SHE KNOWS 
THAT I WANT 
SOMETHING 
70 EAT 
WITHOUT ME 
HAVING TO SAY 
ANYTHING... 


BUT WE'RE 
OUT OF SYNC 
ON WHAT'S 
REALLY 
/MPORTANT. 


WRAPPER: MINT 


THOUGH Tie 
ea iid = JUST 
PROBABLYA = =7HROW 
. ACTUALLY A 

Lose. 


oveuN 
pa) 


I DON'T 
WANT 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN ON THE 
TEAM... 


1 BE- 
CAUSE 











oo NOT THUS 
BRAT 0 
WAN TRTOFSAYA 
BOr TS A 
EACH AI 
KUROSAW ALCAN 
PANINIH I UATTED) 


THAT'S 


SO SHE'S 
NOT 


SATISFIED 
WITH THE 
REGIONALS 
LEVEL 
ANYMORE, 
THEN? 


ZT THINK 
ABOUT YOU 
ALL THE 
TIME... 


«BUT NOW, 
YOU NEED 
KUROSAWA- 








STOP 
GRUMBLING 
AND WIN. 
SHOW YOUR 
PRINCESS... 


+--HOW 
ESSENTIAL 
YOU REALLY 

ARE. 











A-AND IF 
I LOSE? 































TURNS OUT 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN ISN'T 
THE FASTEST 
HUMAN ALIVE 
EITHER, 


UNRELIABLE 
PRINCE! 


THROUGH 
HERE, 
MIZUKIL 





Bi 
I CAN'T KUROSAWA- 
HAVE SAN FIRST. 









Y S 
FOURTEEN eo ‘ities 
THIRTY- : 










WAS THE 






















HUNDRED 
METER THIS IS 
GpceA REALLY TOTALLY 
coo, \ THE BEST NO 6000, 





IDEA...? et %, 


wo 
* 







HOW'RE 
YOu 
DOING? 











NO CON- 
FIDENCE? 


4 













SHIRT: TRACK TEAM 








UM...1'M 
GOING TO 
GIVE IT 
EVERYTHING 
I HAVE... 


RIGHT. 






YOU HAVE 
TO DO IT, 
MIZUKI. 





THAT GIRL. 

















KUROSAWA-SAN... 


KUROSAWA-SAN, 
KUROSAWA-SAN... 












































ILIKE 
RUNNING, 
BUT... 


lS 
NOT LIKE 
I WANT 
70 BE 
NUMBER 
ONE... 


+OR 
BECOME 
APROOR 


ANYTHING. 


I KNEW 
I WAS 
THE ONLY 
ONE STILL 
FOCUSED 
ON THAT 
PROMISE. 





WHY DID YOu 
COME TO THE 
TRACK TEAM? 


AS LONG 
AS MOE WAS 
WATCHING, 
EVERYTHING 
WAS GREAT. 


BUT I AM 
WHO I AM, 
COUSIN. 








TWELVE 
NINETY-ONE. 














I HAVE TO 
APOLOGIZE 
TO MOE. 















I LOST MY 
REASON FOR 
RUNNING, 


veel STILL 
WANTED 
TO BE 
SOMEONE 
SPECIAL 
7O MOE. 








I'MNOTA 
NATURAL OR 
PERFECT. 


AD I CAN'T 
GRANT MY 


FRIEND'S 
ONLY WISH. 













































































| Ay | LET'S RLIN 
Wt 3 ONE MORE 
\ TIME! 


ia 
, eas 
o 
aan 
AM 
% 
\ 













| WE DIDN'T 
SAY IT WAS 
A ONETIME 
CONTEST, 












NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 
TIMES WE DO 
IT, IT'S GOING 
TO BE THE 
SAME THING. 





TRYING TO 
GET ME TO 
you 
PROMISED. 








THAT'S THE 
BEST TIME 
YOU'VE DONE 
LATELY, 
RIGHT? 
























































+ YOU GET 

SWEPT UP 
WITH THEIR 

PACE AND 
RUN FASTER 


700, HUH? WHEN You 


RUN WITH 
SOMEONE 
FASTER... 








IT's NOT 
JUST THAT, 


BLT... 
suIF YOU KUROSAWA- 
CHANGE SAN... 

YOUR MIND, 

I WANT You 
TO JOIN 

THE TEAM. 


I DON'T 
THINK I COULD 
ACTUALLY BEAT 

YOU, BUT... 





anl'M 
MAKING 
YOu MY 
TARGET! 









































































































































































































































SENOO- 
SENPAI... 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































«MAYBE YOU 
ARE JUST A 
LITTLE BIT LIKE 
SHIRAMINE- 


































































































































































































































DIDN'T I 
TELL YOU? 
































MOEEE! & 
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BESIDE YOU, | i 
WATCHING - : WN i IN A WAY 


YOU. ‘ : : ( Ni “| that 1 can 
NT AR REALLY 


anni 
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CAPTAIN 


VICE CAPTAIN 


MIDOLE SCHOOL’ THIRD- 
YEAR AT THE TIME 
SOFT 








The Type Who Opens 
MIDDLE SCHOOL THIRD- 
YEAR AT THE TIME 
STRAIGHTLACED 





INEXCUSABLE 
THAT YOU WOULD 
FLIRT WITH THE 
MANAGER DURING 
PRACTICE WHILE 
YOU'RE STILL 
A FRESHMAN! 





YSLVAHLSSIM 


QUITE 
OPINIONATED, 
CAPTAIN- 

AMA. 














éiANOLS SHL GNIH3AE S.LVHM 


















ONLY DID You 
NEVER GET 
CLOSE TO 
HER, SHE LEFT 
THE TEAM 
BEFORE YOU'D 
EVEN HAD A 
CONVERSATION. 


a 








irs 

INEXCUSABLE 
THAT YOU WOULD 

FLIRT WITH THE 
MANAGER DURING 
PRACTICE WHILE 

YOU'RE STILL A 
FRESHMAN! 











SENPAl, 
Please HAVING 


PRACTICE! Pima FUN 5, @) 
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Mizuki Senoo 





Second-year at the Seiran Academy High School 
Short-distance runner on the Track team. Because 
of her boyish appearance and that she is pretty 
good at track, she has more than a few students 
who look up to her, but she herself is timid and gets 
anxious over things she blows out of proportion. 
She is Ayaka Shiramine’s cousin and childhood 
friend; the two are like sisters. 























YOU'RE 
THE ONLY 
ONE WHO 

THINKS SO, 
MOE. 


"RE 
you were “QO 
SO CUTE GOING To 


IN MIDDLE ‘Grow IT 
SCHOOL, “our? 
MIZUKI. 


I WANT 
TO SEE 
YOU WITH 
LONG HAIR 





MOGO) 
CEN AS 


COME ON, 

Ge care eine tO. 

NOT TELL TAKE THAT TO 
AFTER MY ERAVE: 








: SUCHA 
os "qa OH! 
= de THE 


Kani 
OANG? | 
























































kin i 


IS SHE 
EMBARRASSED 
ABOUT 


SOMETHING 
THAT MUCH? 





Chapter 
4: 
The 
Secret 
of My 
Girl 













THE REASON 
SENOO-SAN HAS 
SHORT HAIR? 



























NIKAIDOU- 
SAN, THERE'S 
NO WAY WE 
WOULD. 














































































































I WANT 
HER TO KEEP 
IT SHORT LIKE | — 

IT IS NOW. { 











o] ALTHOUGH, 
I WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE 
SENOO-SAN 
WITH LONG 
HAIR. 




















SHE CAN'T 
ACTUALLY BE 
PLANNING TO 

CREATE A HAREM 
ATA GIRLS’ 







































COOL STANDING 
NEXT TO 
NIKAIDOU-SAN.. 

















I DIDN'T. 

I Just 
PROMISED 
TO SHOW UP 
FROM TIME 
TO TIME. 


ARE YOU 
COMING 
TO TRACK 
PRACTICE 
AGAIN? 




















MIZUKI'S 

WAITING 

FOR YOU 
TOO. 


SIGN: WHITE TEAM WINS!! 








NOW 
THAT YOU 
MENTION IT, 
SHE'S HAD IT 
SHORT LIKE 
THIS SINCE OUR 
SECOND YEAR 
OF MIDDLE 
SCHOOL.. 























AREN'T YOU 
CURIOUS 
ABOUT WHY 
SHE WON'T 
GROW IT 











BY THE WAY, 
ALL THESE 
PHOTOS OF 
MIZUKI, ARE 





WELL... 
I MIGHT BE A 
BIT CURIOUS 
ABOUT YOUR 
COUSIN... 





EVIL SPIRITS 
BUILD UP IN HER 
HAIR, SO IT'S 
BEST FOR HER 

TO CUT JUST : 
THE ENDS FROM aN THAT Arent 
TIME TO TIME? CASE, SHE'D Pou 
BE A LITTLE AE 
MORE OPEN orice 
ABOUT IT. NOTICED. 











THE 

PERSON 
MIZUKI 
LIKES? 





























.-. WHOEVER 
SHE LIKES IS 
INTO SHORT 














REMEMBER 
EVER SAYING 
ILIKE A 
PARTICULAR 


TYPE. 





ARE A 
LITTLE 
SIMILAR. 





THINKING 
MORE KINDS 


















? 
I GUESS ee 
OUR FACES 


I WAS JUST 
THERE ARE 
PEOPLE IN THE 


WORLD THAN 
I THOUGHT. 


You 
THINK 








OF 








































COUSIN'S A 
BIT LIKE YOU, 
SHIRAMINE- 































shen f 










































































yOU CAN’T 


JUST GO 
TAKING 
THINGS 

WITHOUT 

ASKING!! 













wd GUESS 
IT MIGHT BE 
OKAY TO RLIN 
TOGETHER. 





ved THINK 
SHIRAM/INE- 
SAN 1S 
THE MOST 
WONDERFULI! 











TAKING 
THE 
PEPPERS 
OUT 





POKE 
corace 









NOT GOING 
TO TAKE 
THE GREEN 
PEPPERS 











HAVE SAID 
ANYTHING. 
JUST 
FORGET IT. 





I . 
SHOULDN'T 


















I'VE 
THOUGHT 
ABOUT IT, 

BUT I STILL 
HAVE NO 

IDEA. 






S50 AGAINST 


TELLING 
ME? 



































S 
IF I GROW ? 
IT OUT, IT'S A 
HASSLE. I'LL 
HAVE TO TIE 
IT BACK FOR 
PRACTICE. 
=T } 
ALSO DRIES 
FASTER, SO 
IT'S EASIER = 
TO HAVE IT A 
SHORT. Ef \ i 
< \ Ve : a 
: & is 
ea ie 
: / . 


THAT'S NOT 
THE WHOLE 
REASON 
THOUGH, 
Is IT? 













































































































































































| DON'T 
REALLY... 


«WANT YOU 
To 
MW 








SHE 


TURNED 
BEET RED. 


HOW 
EMBARRASSING 
/S THIS REASON 

ANYWAY...? 
















PP tly 


IT’S NO 





NO MATTER 
HOW CLOSE WE 
ARE, IT'S NOT 
GOOD TO PESTER 
HER ABOUT 
SOMETHING SHE 
WANTS TO HIDE. 





WHAT 
DO You 
MEAN YOU 


FIGURED \\x 


OUT THE 
REASON!? 






PNY (nly 
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PI 
2 cotep» 
/E2), 











EVEN AFTER 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT 

ALL NIGHT, I 

STILL DON'T 

































































NT. KIND. 
‘TO SOMEONE 
80 IMPORTANT | 
TO ME... 










DIVINE a 
PUNISHMENT. 





WHY. 
_ESTOR,DOING, 
THING SA THAT 
HURTHER 4 
\) 








YOU'RE 
OVER- 
REACTING. 







I LOST MY 
BALANCE 
AND FELL 

DOWN... 


ANYWAY, 
LIE DOWN!! 





WE HAVE TO 
GO TO THE 
HOSPITAL. 

SENSEI 
SAID SO... 





HEAD WITH 
A BALL! 







































+ AND THEN, 
I WAS SO 
TIRED, I 
JUST SORT 
OF FELL 
ASLEEP. 





I COULDN'T 
SLEEP LAST 
NIGHT. 





7 Mun 
Caner \ 





. ] WHOLE THING 
eo 8 ; YESTERDAY 
; KEPT YOU...? 





I KNOW IT's ‘a 
NOT COOL TO Be Joan, 
GO POKING Hi 
AROUND AT i 
SOMETHING 
YOU WANT 
TO HIE... 





BUT BEFORE 
T EVEN KNEW 
It, I WAS WAY 
TOO CURIOUS 
ABOUT HOW 
YOU WOULD 
REACT IF I 
FOUND OUT. 





I REALLY 
DO WANT TO 
BE MORE 
MINDFUL 
OF YOU, 

MIZUKI. 














DEPENDS 
ON WHAT 
IT Is. 





WON'T 
LAUGH? 




























IF IT WAS 
BECAUSE OF 
SHOJO MANGA, 
THAT'S FINE... 
TOTALLY IN THE 
REALM OF WHAT 
T IMAGINED. 


IT’S NOT 
THAT. 
ALTHOUGH, 
THAT WOULD 
BE EMBAR- 
RASSING 
IN AND OF 
ITSELF... 





ITS 
BECAUSE 





































I TOTALLY 





WOULD HATE YOU HAVE 
iat ha IT IF PEOPLE SUCH BIG 

I WENT 74 WONDERED EYES. YOUR 
IN THIS he WERE EYELASHES 
incr pa FRENDS WITH ARE LONG. 

je SOMEONE YOUR HAIR'S 


SO SOFT... 














































































































A Hi 
AG EVERYONE /| 
SAID IT WAS A 

GOOD FIT WHEN 

I STOOD NEXT -_ 

TO YOU... 





is —? _ 
we 
bes ae MAYBE ; 
S| (LIKE IT yb 
=| ALITTLE 
Z \a| BETTER TOO. 
KE} OR LIKE... 






» | GUESS. 


YOU'RE 
yee) LAUGHING, 
your, AREN'T 
11's mean!) YOU? 
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Ws”qlililis 


T MEANT 

















































































































WELL, T 
ALREADY 
SAID IT, SO 
TLL JUST 
OWN IT. 








WHAT I 
SAID ABOUT 
PRACTICE. 












i (NID 
“a 




































































YOU SHOULD wow. YOU 
GO TO THE REALLY DID 
HOSPITAL. GET HIT IN 

THE HEAD. 
























































NoW THAT I'VE 





APPARENTLY, 





GOTTEN THIS . 
FAR. I'M AIMING °| I'M SOMETHING 
FoR THE FULL OFA 
COLLECTOR. 


"COLLECTION. 








I CANNOT | 
ACCEPT 


THAT'S A 
secret. [ 





RURI YAKUMO 
FIRST-YEAR, CLASS D FIRST-YEAR, CLASS A) 
TRACK TEAM ALTERNATE 'SHORT-DISTANCE RUNNER 


BROUGHT UP LIKE A PRINCESS 
(AND CALM, BLT A BIT CHILDISH 





































x 

al = 

a}. 0) WE SHOULD 
=f: TELL HER WE 
=r HOLD UP BROUGHT 
mn A SEC. HER BAG, 
> RIGHT? 
4 

m 

a 















































éiANOLS SHL GNIH3E S.LVHM 





* 


ih 


Bail 
ONHAP? 





C'MON. 
LEAVE 
HER BAG 
SOMEWHERE 











STILL; | al FAN OF 
MIGHT BE GUESS = MIZUKI- 
IN SHOCK! Fe: CANT SENPAI 
COMPETE BUT... 
WITH MoE- 
SENPAL 






: ow! 
WHY DID 


EI you HiT 
Ne 
( 
RS 
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Moe Nikaidou 





Second-year at the Seiran Academy High School. 
Manager of the Track team. It's hard to tell from her 
expression, but she's more positive and passionate 
than pretty much anyone else. She adores Mizuki, 
She collects both important and unimportant things 
related to her object of interest. She hates green 
peppers. She has a cat and an older brother. 


IF YOU'RE 
LOOKING 
FOR AYAKA- 
CHAN, SHE'S 
ALREADY 
GONE OUT. 





wT WANTED I THINK sae 
Zwanren | EIN PROBABLY 
OuT WITH BE HERE cL? GON 
HER TODAY. = Ml TOMORROW. ane 
< CLUB OR 
SOMETHING. 


You WANT 
me TO Tet 
HER YO! OES 
‘STOPPED BY? SHAT 
SOMETIMES. 



























































sO 
THEN, THAT 
MEANS YOU 
DON'T HAVE 
ANY PLANS 















































I'M GOING 
TO PRACTICE 
RIGHT NOW. 
COME WITH 
ME. 





I SAID I 













MOE'LL WOULD, 0 
BE HAPPY I PEEL LIKE 
T00. I HAVE TO, 





REALLY? 









































































































































9 
THIS Oe WILL 
GIRL 1S A ‘esses rE 
ate HASSLE, . HAPPY 
THANKS TO oe 
AYAKA-CHAN, 
HUH? 













































































































































































THANKS. 




































































































































































SHE MIGHT 
THINK OF 
YOU AS AN 
“AT-HOME” 
PERSON. 










































































j 


«HUH? 
COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN... 





| 









ie 


i) a 


fw 
i 





IT'S BEEN A 
WHILE SINCE 
SOMEONE 
CAME ALL THE 
WAY HERE TO 
HANG OUT WITH 
AYAKA-CHAN. 





«-SHIRAMINE- |" 
SAN PROBABLY 
DOESN'T 
LIKE IT. 


ALL SHE 
DOES |S 


SWEET TO 


THE OUTSIDE 
WORLD BUT 
TOUGH AT 
























































Chapter 5: Farewell, Strawberr 



































COME AGAIN 
ANYTIME, 


msms 
REALLY 
| wreResrine. ~ 





SOMETHING 











WHAT A 
COINCIDENCE!! 











SHIRAMINE- 
SAN 

WASN'T 

HOME... 


I COULDN'T 
TELL IT WAS 
HER... 



















pe STOPPED 
AND NOW, AT TRACE. 
I HAVE 
NOTHING PRACTICE 
TO DO. THIS 
“wae MORNING 
THINKING WeTEARs 





I'D JUST 
GO 
HOME... 












































NO! NO! 


WE'RE 
HANGING 
OUT WITH 
KUROSAWA- |, 
SAN! 


6 ae 
zy I KNOW 
SHE'S 
ALWAYS 
BUGGING 
YOu. 


159 









































Zc, 


_ _wyol 
7 cBouNce? 





you 
HAVE TO 
LISTEN TO 
PEOPLE— 


SORRY, 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN. 











SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS... 












































YOU'RE ON 
MY TEAM, 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN! 























































Okay, $s 
CHIHARU. TEAM? 


a ‘ 
SEE Aly A 
you NUN) A) 
LATER! | a alas 













AND CHIHARU 









: CHIMARU'S 
DONTE HAVE A BOARDING 
THE SOME STUDENT. 
TASTE... ; 
- Ive 4 
bh Home 
5 
(M9 
: Ls i 
. LAN) 
(| MEN) 
180 WE Wa 
DECIDED ‘ 
TO EACH HER s Ree 
GET ONE ROOMMATE'S TST 
SEPARATELY! DOING ' 
UNIVERSITY 
EXAMS THIS 
TO FIND YEAR... 







ONE THAT'S 
CUTER 


THAN 
CHIHARU'S! 

















































































































































































































60, Pe é eq -..6O WE WERE 
CHIHARU'S  f_ TALKING ABOUT 
ROOMMATE... GETTING HER 
SHE'S SUPER A CHARM OR 
GROWN-UP. SOMETHING. 
SHE'S REALLY 
NICE. 























































































































180 
I REALLY 
WANT TO 
SHOW 
HER OUR 
SUPPORT. 





BOOK: ZODIAC MYTH 


so you 
JUST 
SLEEP!? 




















WHAT 
DO YOU DO 
ON YOUR 
DAYS OFF, 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN? 











IF THADA 
BIG SISTER, 
I KNOW 
SHE'D BE 
JUST LIKE 

HER... 


WAKE UP, 


























SO THEN, 
ToDAy Is 
A SUPER- 


se THERE'S 
NOTHING. 
‘T: WANT. 
TO.00. 


ANYONE TO: 
HANGOUT: 
WITH: 











1 WILL 
BE FRIEND 
NUMBER 
ONE!! 


THE POINT 
IN TALKING 
ABOUT THIS? 


























































































































































































































































































































Nee IT was CUTE, 


HARD To —-RIGHTI? 
PICK, BUT THE 
RED ONE IS 
THE CUTEST, 
ISN'T IT? 


















«+s SOMETHING 
CUTE IS WAY 
BETTER! 





RATHER 
THAN 
SOMETHING 
TOTALLY NOT 
CUTE LIKE 

















SCHOOLIL 





TLL PUT 
POWER INTO 
IT, SO ITLL 








SENPAILL 
LIKE IT? 


WHATEVER. 





PERFECT! 


PERFECT! 











PICK IT OUT 
FOR HER, 
| Arter ALL. 





























































































































FRIENDS 
GET 
MATCHING 
THINGS! 





LET'S BUY 


SOMETHING Dp 
TOGETHER! || || | 














I WONDER 


WHAT 
SHIRAMINE- 
SAN'S 






























































WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 





= > We ee 


y .../S YOUR 
BIRTHOAY!? 





HOW DID 
YOU FIND 
OUT? 


1 DIDN'T="4 
TELL 


You. v ; 





9g 900i! 88 688 CAN 


THAT'S 
WHAT OH, RIGHT, 
MOE SAID. IT’S HER FROM 
BIRTHDAY, MIZUKI, 


| Guess, SINCE MOE- 
SAN TOLD 


THAT GIRL 
KNoWs 
WEIRD 
THINGS, 
































IT's 
ALMOST 
LIKE | MADE 
YOU CRY...! 




















YOU CAME 
FA | ALL THE way 
TO THE DORM, 
DIDN'T YOU? 


you 
SHOULD HAVE 
CALLED ME 
EARLIER— 













































































Five \ 
| SECONDS! 


Just 
For Five 
SECONDS. 















+ IT'S ALL 

| YOUR FAULT, 

SHIRAMINE- 
SAN. 







































I WANTED 
TO SEE YOU 
TODAY. 






wlT CAN BE 
LONELY BY 
MYSELF. 













a ) 


Bi 
Me) 








~ ee 

ORO 
DENTAL 

teen 








NIT 
AOR 


















IT'S ONLY 
BECAUSE | 
FOUND OUT 

ABOUT IT THAT 
| THOUGHT | 
SHOULD SAY 
SOMETHING 
AT LEAST. 







| 


> 























THAT 
DOESN'T 
MEAN I'M 
COOL WITH 
YOU OR 
ANYTHING... 


BECAUSE 
| HATE 
You. 


| JUST DON'T 
WANT OU 
TO GET THE 

WRONG IDEA! 






































«i 


To Be Continued “= 178 


Dreaming Stage 





YaLVAHL-SSIM 
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NENE 
25 YEARS OLD. HIGH 


Even After the 


SEEMS NICE, SO SHE'S 






THING. 




























































































THIS IS 
== _ MORE THAN 

ACT — emearRAssinNG —— 

YOUR=  ENOUGHI! 


Me 





= 
-—S 


\ 





























WHat 
SHOULD We 
DO Fo 
suppER 

Topay? 














‘SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR. SHE 
POPLILAR WITH STUDENTS. 


CHIHIRO 

26 YEARS OLD. CITY HALL 
EMPLOYEE. SHE'S BEEN WRAPPED 
AROUND NENE'S FINGER SINCE 
THEY WERE IN HIGH SCHOOL, 
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AFPTERWORD Bs: 


HI THERE, NICE TO MEET YOU. MY NAME IS CANNO. 
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR PICKING UP K/S9 AND WHITE LILY FOR MY DEAREST GRU 


WHEN MY EDITOR CAME TO ME WITH THIS, | THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE SOME KIND OF 
NEW TRICK (SORRY), BUT I'M REALLY DELIGHTED THAT WE WERE ABLE To PUT OUT 
THE BOOK UKE THIS. WRITING THE AFTERWORD TO A FULL VOLUME HAS 

‘BEEN A SECRET DREAM, AND IT CAME TRUE. HOORAY! 


TO MY EDITOR; EVERYONE IN THE ALIVE EDITORIAL DIVISION; THE DESIGNER, SEKI-SAN; ALL THE 
PEOPLE INVOLVED IN THE PRODUCTION OF THIS BOOK; AND ALL OF MY FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
WHO SUPPORTED ME, | HONESTLY CAN'T THANK YOU ENOUGH. THANK YOU SO MUCH! 


IM SO HAPPY THAT YOU'VE READ THIS FAR. THANK YOU!! 
| HOPE TO SEE YOU AGAIN IN VOLUME 2... 
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